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AREA PLANNING BOARD FORMED TO GUIDE DEVELOPMENT 


The Area Planning Board was created in 1965 by the Florida Legisla- 
ture with the passing of a Special Act, Chapter 2063 of House. Bill 


«2197. The purpose of the board is to plan for the general development. 


of Paim Beach County and to coordinate its activities with those of the 
county and the 38 municipalities: The primary objective is to guide the 
development of the area into a pattern which will best serve the popu- 
lation in terms of health, safety, economy and livability. 


The Area Planning Board is composed of seven appointed members: 
one from each of the five County Commission Districts; one from the 
Board of Public Instruction; and-one from the Central and Southern 
Florida Flood Contro! District. The-Board is responsible forthe de- 
velopment οἵ comprehensive planning for all of Palm Beach County, 
‘both inside and outside municipalities. The long-range plans which 
will be formulated from area-wide studies will be used as a guide-for 
future development. The Board is also responsible for the review of 
proposed projects which involve the use of federal funds. Projects 
sponsored by federal agencies which require review include those 
pertaining to open space and recreation; highway, airport and mass 
transit; hospitals, water supply, sewerage and-solid waste disposal; 
‘soil; water, and beach conservation; libraries and educational facilities. 


WORK PROGRAM OUTLINED 
FOR 1967-1968 


The Area Planning-Board began its first year’s operation in October 
of 1967. Following the adoption of by-laws and the election of officers, 
the Board began, with the assistance οἱ Area Planning Director, 
Donald O. Morgan, to outline the total planning program which the 


_ Board would undertake in order to develop a comprehensive plan for 


Paim Beach County. The component studies of the total program were 
then put in order of priority to determine the work load for the next 
year. Eight primary studies which are outlined below, were selected 
for the 1967-1968 Study Program. - 


EXISTING LAND USE 


The staff of the Area-Planning Department will-update the iland use 
information gathered in 1965 for the coastal portion of the county and 
extend land use coverage to the Glades area. It is planned that data 
will ultimately be arranged in a manner which will permit analyzing 


and updating through the-use of electronic data processing equipment, z 


LAND CAPABILITIES 


Staff members will compile available data relevant to the-topograph- 
ical, geological aspects, and soil characteristics of the county. 


WATER AND SEWER 


This study will be undertaken by a professional engineer, David B: 


Smith of Gainesville, with assistance from the staff. The study, requir- 


ing two years for completion, will result ina master plan for water and 
sewer facilities. The studies in this first year will include an inventory 
and analysis of existing facilities. 


POLLUTANTS 


David B. Smith, Health Department Engineers, and-staff members will 
compile-and analyze data relevant to air and water pollution and solid 
waste disposal. In the second year of this study recommendations will 
be made regarding air and water pollution control and a master solid 
waste disposal plan will be developed. 


SURFACE WATER AND WATERFRONT LANDS 


Two professional consultants Wallace Associates, West Palm Beach 
and William R. Vines, Naples; will assist the staff in the inventory, 
recognition, analysis and recommendations pertaining to the many 
facets and problems associated with fresh and salt surface waters, 
wetlands, and waterfront lands of the county. 


OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION 


- William R. Vines and the staff will inventory the open Space and re- 


creation facilities of the county, and analyze the facilities in-relation 
io the population density and character. A master plan will be pre- 
sented during the first part-of the second year of the study. 


POPULATION AND ECONOMICS 


Gould Associates, Atlanta, with assistance from the staff will develop 
population and economic forecasts for the county based on an inven- 
tory and analysis of historic, present, and foreseeable future condi- 
tions. A primary goal of the economic portion of the study will be the 
identification and preliminary analysis of existing and emerging prob- 


-— lems requiring attention if the county is to achieve its full economic 
potential. Ε 


COMMUNITY. CHARACTERISTICS 


in order to establish the goals and objectives of the municipalities 


-and various areas of the county, City Planning and Architectural As- 


sociate, Chapel Hill, Gari Feiss, planning consultant, Washington, D.C., 
and the staff will interview selected officials and business leaders and 
conduct a survey of local residents. Further community data will-be 
derived from an appearance survey and analysis. - 


inorder to augment county funds for these studies, the Area Planning 
Board filed an application for financial assistance with the Department 
of Housing and Urban Development. Under the Urban Planning Assis- 
tance “ΤΟΊ” Program, the federal government will pay up to two-thirds 


-ofa planning project. 


During the 1967-1968 fiscal year, the federal government's share will 
be $182,228 of a $273,432 program. Palm Beach County has-appropri- 
ated $91,144 for the project. as 


The regional office of the Department of Housing and Urban Develop- 
ment-in-Atlanta, Georgia, has indicated tentative approval of the Area 
Planning Board’s application. On September 18, 1967, Planning Board 
Chairman, John Flancher, and Planning Director, Donald O. Morgan, 
appeared before the Palm Beach County Commission to announce the 
approval. The Commission endorsed the grant through a resolution. 


COUNTY POPULATION EXPECTED TO 
REACH 700,000 BY 1985 


Preliminary forecasts of population for the next twenty years indicate 
that Palm Beach County can expect an increase from the 1965 popula- 
tion of 307,000 to 700,000 people by 1985. The bulk of this increase 
will undoubtedly tocate in the coastal strip of the county which forms 
the urban area; the 1965 coastal population of 271,000 will increase to 
645,006 by 1985. Growth within the urban area will, for the most part, 
be distributed along the coast in the same pattern that was established 
in the 1920's and has remained through the 60's. Exceptions to this 
pattern will be in areas which-acquire a new development force; for 
example, Boca Raton with the addition of F.A.U. will experience much 
greater growth than it has in the past. 


The extent of urbanization that can be expected by 1985 is shown in 
five year intervals on the map below. The growth lines indicate the 
limits of a population density equivalant to thai shown by the popula- 
tion dots for 1965. 


TRANSPORTATION PLANNING PROGRAM 
CONTINUES UNDER APB 


The Transportation Act of 1961 requires that ail metropolitan areas 
Over 50 thousand population establish a transportation planning pro- 
gram in order to be eligible for federal financial assistance for road 
construction. Since the urban area of Palm Beach County qualified 
with the urban area size requirement of the Bureau of Public Roads, 
the West Palm Urban Area Transportation Study was begun late in 
1964. 


Initially the study, which is still in progress, was conducted by the 
Florida State Road Dept., and the Palm Beach County Planning De- 
partment; the Area Planning Board has now assumed local responsi- 
bility for the study. Local participation in the study is also found in 
the Technical Coordinating Committee, a group of technically qualified 
persons who review work performed by focal and state transportation 
planning personnel and offer suggestions for future systems. 


The purpose of the transportation plan is to project 20 years into the 
future highway and major road needs of the urban area. The year 1965 
was used as the base year, and 1985 as the plan year. 


Future road needs are based on projected traffic volumes. It has been 


measurable variables; for example the number of shopping trip pro- 
ductions from an area is related to the level of family income and 
automobile ownership in that area. The attraction of these shopping 
trips are related to the quantity of commercial employment and com- 
mercial acreage. in addition to shopping trips, work, social recreation, 
school, and miscellaneous trips are also related to variables. The 
major job in the plan development is to identify and measure existing 
socio-economic characteristics, relate these to the existing trip pat- 
terns, and project the characteristics to the plan year, in this case, 
1985. 


The State Road Department, with the assistance of a transportation 
planning consultant, gathered the travel pattern data during the peak 
winter season of 1965. Ten percent of the dwelling units in each traffic 
zone were selected for interviewing; the occupants of each sample 
household furnished the interviewer with a complete description of all 
trips made by members of the household in the previous 24 hour 
period. The accumulation of all interview data provided the basis for 
trip making patterns for the base year. 


The Palm Beach County Planning Department conducted a survey dur- 
ing the same time period as the S.R.D. interviewed for trip information. 
The planning survey, which covered just under four percent of the 
dwelling units in the study area, was designed to collect socio-eco- 


‘established that for α given type of trip there is a correlating set of ~ 


Ἶ- 


- 


nomic data for each traffic zone. The information from these inter- _ 


views plus area, land use, and employment statistics were compared 
with the trip data in order to create a formula which, when applied to 
1985 projections of socio-economic factors, -would compute the num- 


ber of trips generated and attracted. 


The transportation planning has been completed through the proces- 
ses οἵ base year data compilation and analysis, 1985 data forecast 
and trip generation, and is now concerned with trip assignment to a 
proposed future road system. The assignment of future traffic to a pro- 
posed system will continue until the assignments result in reasonable 
volumes on an economically feasible street system. It is expected that 
such a system will be developed before the end of this year. 


AREA PLANNING DEPARTMENT STAFF 
TO BE INCREASED DURING ‘67 -‘68 


The various studies which the Area Planning Board undertakes in its 
program of continuing planning are accomplished whenever possible 
by its own staff. Those studies which require an exceptional degree of 
knowledge of a subject, such as a water and sewer study, are con- 
ducted by a consultant with assistance from the staff. 


The Area Planning Department, located in the County Office Building ~~ 


at 810 Datura Street in West Palm Beach, consists of, in addition to 
Director Donald Morgan, four planners, two draftsmen, and two secre- 
taries. The study program for next year will require the addition. of 
another planner, two planning technicians, and a draftsman. 
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PALM SEACH COUNTY AREA PLANNING DEPARTMENT 


CENSUS TRACTS APPROVED FOR PALM BEACH COUNTY 


The Area Planning Department has received approval of census tract 
boundaries from the U. S. Bureau of the Census. The 83 tracts, cover- 
ing entire Palm Beach County, will-be used for the first time in the 
decennial census in 1970. 


Prior to the development of census tracts, the county was divided into 
enumeration districts. The major difference between the census tract 
and the enumeration district is that the census tract has permanent 
boundaries which remain the same every census, whereas, the enum- 
eration district boundaries are changed each census. It is virtually 
impossible to compare from one census to the next the data for enum- 
eration districts; however, census tract data comparison, will always 


be possible as the boundaries remain the same. Since the tract bound- 
aries are permanent, a Census Tract Committee composed of local 
users of census statistics was formed to assist in tract delineation. 


Important features οἵ census tracts are the quantity and quality of in- 
formation available. As the average census tract contains 4,000 per- 
sons, it is possible to achieve a greater degree of reliability for data 
collected on a sample basis. The size of the tract also allows the Bu- 
reau of Census to publish more detailed information which would 
otherwise be withheld to avoid disclosure of individual or small group 
characteristics. This elevation of quality and quantity of information 
would not be possible with continued use of enumeration districts. 


APB REVIEW OF FEDERAL GRANT APPLICATIONS REQUIRED BY HUD 


In a letter of June 20, 1967, the Secretary of Housing and Urban De- 
velopment informed the Area Planning Board that it has been certified 
as the areawide review agency for certain federal assistance applica- 
tions from local governmental bodies in Palm Beach County. 


Applications for assistance will not be considered by federal agencies 
unless they are first submitted to the Area Planning Board for review 


mand advisory comments. 


section 204 of the Demonstration Cities and Metropolitan Develop- 
ment Act Under which- this certification has been made, was designed 
to insure that local projects be consistent with comprehensive area 
planning. 


Federally assisted local projects subject to review are: Recreation and 
Open Space, Hospitals, Airports, Libraries, Water supply and distribu- 
tion, Sewerage facilities and Waste Treatment, Highways—and. other 
transportation facilities, water- development and land conservation, 
and other miscellaneous projects. 


The federal agencies administering these projects are the Depart- 
ments of: Housing and Urban Development; Interior,- Transportation; 
Health Education, and Welfare; Agriculture; Commerce; Defense; and 
the Appalachian Regional Commission and the Water Resources 


Council. 
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